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Abstract: The Mediterranean Sea is prone to pollution as it is almost entirely enclosed by land and 9 

its warm waters need more than 80-90 years to clean and revive themselves. The dynamic envi- 10 

ronment and climate variables affect this region, known as the cradle of civilization. Many studies 11 

have examined the Mediterranean hydrocarbon issue through varying approaches that provide an 12 

understanding of how cooperation or conflict is promoted in the region. The regional security 13 

complex approach, securitization theory, resource regionalism, location theory, and the materialist 14 

school have been taken into consideration for analyzing the hydrocarbon relations in the Mediter- 15 

ranean. These approaches have focused on the issue's political, economic, security, and geograph- 16 

ical aspects, while there is limited analysis of kin-states' role. But the interests of each country and 17 

regional conflicts have marginalized environmental problems. This study suggests that studying 18 

the role of Greece and Turkey in Cyprus as kin-states contributes to the direction of stability for 19 

hydrocarbon gas exploration and highlighting the environmental threats. It applies a new ap- 20 

proach to the issue of Mediterranean hydrocarbon relations by utilizing the concept of kin-states 21 

and emphasizing the environmental hazards in the Mediterranean region. While hydrocarbon 22 

development is deemed a high priority for the world generally and Europe specifically. The study 23 

reveals the role of kin-states as powerbrokers as a significant hindrance to the progress of the 24 

peaceful development of hydrocarbon infrastructure, ensuring clean energy in the region and re- 25 

ducing the vulnerability of the entire island. It recommends a multilateral approach that puts 26 

kin-states at the center of hydrocarbon cooperation. Thus, the matter of environment is analyzed by 27 

interpreting the theoretical contribution to international relations 28 

Keywords: environment, hydrocarbon, kin-state, Mediterranean, multilateralism, resource regionalism.  29 

 30 

1. Introduction 31 

Climate change and environmental problems as a catastrophe to humanity, waters 32 

and air have become a prominent topic in the science of international relations. Pollution 33 

has various sources and causes, including natural gas production and oil transportation 34 

via seas. The Mediterranean Sea has a major role in transporting oil to the world, and 35 

natural gas has been produced on its shores for more than ten years. Is there an oppor- 36 

tunity to not marginalize the environmental issue while the natural gas and oil market 37 

still has strategic importance and is seen by the world as a major need? 38 
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The Eastern Mediterranean has been regarded as a region where many actors are 39 

finding the path to take the lead in issues such as geopolitics and energy. The dynamics 40 

of the relations among actors in the region became more competitive with the discovery 41 

of gas in the region from Israel to Cyprus in the last decades. Nevertheless, there have 42 

been significant attempts toward the cooperation and collective coordination of the 43 

Eastern Mediterranean hydrocarbon resources. One approach for coordination is the 44 

Egypt-led gas forum which was intended to create infrastructural development and 45 

monetize the resources. It evolved into the Eastern Mediterranean Gas Forum which ex- 46 

cludes Turkey [1].  47 

The Mediterranean hydrocarbon issue is a regional issue regarding the exploration 48 

of offshore gas among several states in the region. The countries that are directly in- 49 

volved include Cyprus, Greece, Egypt, France, Italy, Israel, Jordan, Palestine, Turkey, 50 

Syria, and Lebanon. They form a sub-systemic group as they represent direct stakehold- 51 

ers in the exploration of gas from the Eastern Mediterranean region [1]. The systemic 52 

analysis provides the explanatory variables that contribute to the understanding of these 53 

sub-systemic groups of states. Systemic approaches are insufficient for understanding the 54 

hindrances to cooperation in the Mediterranean. The understanding of threats among 55 

these actors and their responses analyzed through offensive and defensive realists within 56 

the regional power struggle does not shed enough light on the problem. This study ex- 57 

amines alternative approaches to understanding the tension in the region through the 58 

role of individual actors [2]. 59 

We begin by exploring the contribution of alternative theories; namely, the regional 60 

security complex theory, securitization theory, materialistic theory, location theory, and 61 

resource regionalism [3]. These theories investigate how the natural gas pipeline can 62 

bring about regional stability. In the assessment of these theories, it is observed that their 63 

analyses focused on the regional level and missed the sub-regional level. However, there 64 

are sub-regional elements, which have hindered cooperation in the region. Although 65 

these approaches touch on sub-regional elements in their analyses, it is significant to craft 66 

an approach that coherently analyzes this element. Therefore, this study progresses to 67 

introduce the kin-state approach to the hydrocarbon issue in the Mediterranean as a 68 

sub-regional analysis. The kin-state approach focuses on Greece and Turkey’s role in 69 

Cyprus as they play the role of parent countries [4].  70 

This study argues that the kin-state approach is beneficial to understanding the 71 

dynamics of cooperative or conflictual relations in the Eastern Mediterranean hydrocar- 72 

bon issue. It examines the kin-states’ role within the hydrocarbon context of the Medi- 73 

terranean region. Currently, there are two states in the Mediterranean, Greece and Tur- 74 

key, which play the powerbroker role towards their ethnic communities in Cyprus [5]. 75 

The study highlights the implications of this role and how it has hindered cooperation by 76 

examining the shift in the behavior of actors towards conflict resolution since the dis- 77 

covery of hydrocarbon gas. It argues that the powerbroking role, while it is significant in 78 

conflict resolution and can push ethnic communities towards cooperation, increases the 79 

cooperation gap between the ethnic communities within the context of hydrocarbon. This 80 

study presents empirical evidence by exploring the details of the powerbroking states on 81 

the ethnic communities and how they hinder local capacity in determining the future of 82 

hydrocarbon in the region.  83 

While the Greco-Turkish feud is based on territory, it is more conflictual within the 84 

Cyprus hydrocarbon. In a new era of hydrocarbon, the tense relations between Greece 85 

and Turkey exert pressure on both countries in participating in coordinating and ac- 86 

cessing the hydrocarbon fields in Cyprus to improve their economy and military ad- 87 

vantage [4]. Finally, this study concludes with an analysis that merges the kin-state ap- 88 

proach, multilateralism, and resource regionalism to create a hybrid approach of coop- 89 

eration in the Mediterranean. This will reduce the impact of the increasing tension be- 90 

tween Greece and Turkey over hydrocarbon in the Mediterranean and how it affects re- 91 

gional 92 
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2. Assessing the regional security complex and securitization theory 93 

This approach proposes that energy politics in the Eastern Mediterranean region is a 94 

bottom-up regionalization process in the region rather than a top-down dimension of 95 

cooperation. It argues that the structure of the international system promotes the 96 

top-down approach; Accordingly, it is such a strategy the decision-making procedure 97 

occurs at the highest level and is then communicated to the rest of the other participating 98 

units. The regional security complex holds that, rather than viewing security from a 99 

global perspective, the regional level of analysis displays a more existential threat to 100 

states sharing geographical adjacency [6]. The regional security complexity extends be- 101 

yond the anarchical structure of the system that emphasizes the role of powerful states 102 

towards a socially constructed approach which is securitization. Hence, in addition to the 103 

states, other actors contribute to the security pattern within a region through the process 104 

of interaction. Nevertheless, the regional security complex theory has been employed by 105 

scholars to highlight the low level of regional cooperation, amity, and enmity in the 106 

Eastern Mediterranean region. The regional security complex introduces the top-down 107 

approach within a sub-systemic interaction of states within the same region to establish 108 

stability. The energy security in the Mediterranean region interlocks many actors; namely 109 

Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Jordan, Israel, Italy, Turkey, the Palestinian Authority, 110 

and the Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities in a hydrocarbon security dynamic of 111 

this region [1]. 112 

Y. A. Stivachtis (2021) [6]. has a different view and counters that the spectacle in the 113 

Mediterranean has solely related to a fundamental threat: The global change through the 114 

Cold War and shifting of the international structure from the bipolar system to the more 115 

polycentric power structure has increased the role of regional power and amity between 116 

the Kin states. Therefore, it can be taken advantage of the Regional Security Complex 117 

System (RSCS) in defining the Mediterranean region; for that purpose, it should consider 118 

the environmental, economic, energy, and other phenomena, such as the refugee flow, 119 

for talking about the dynamics of the Mediterranean region. Thus, this can be utilized to 120 

realize a conduit to peace and stability [6]. 121 

 122 

Empirical evidence of the top-down approach is the formation of the Eastern Medi- 123 

terranean Gas Forum (EMGF) comprising state members on which the outcome of the 124 

hydrocarbon exploration impacts [7]. Excluding Turkey, the EMGF was formed in 2018 125 

as Cyprus, Egypt, France, Greece, Jordan, Israel, Italy, and Palestinian authorities’ dia- 126 

logue on natural gas in the region. Despite the isolation of Turkey, the RSCT explains 127 

how Turkey is repositioned to play the role of an ambitious insulator state in regional 128 

energy politics. This is because of Turkey’s capacity to promote or hinder any regional 129 

security arrangement in the Mediterranean. A positive dimension of the ambitious insu- 130 

lator role was displayed in the management of the Syrian migration crisis by Turkey to 131 

counter the effect of the crisis on Europe. However, in the case of the Mediterranean, 132 

Turkey by exclusion from the EMGF insulates the level of cooperation that is possible in 133 

the region as it reacts to the actions of the members of the forum [8]. Barrinha (2014) [7] 134 

explained that Turkey is significant in the sense that its achievement of regional domi- 135 

nance might result in becoming a great power while playing its ambitious insulator role. 136 

This can only take place as an Eastern Mediterranean regional power. The constraint to 137 

this is the treatment of Turkey as an “outsider”; for example, not being fully a part of the 138 

Mediterranean region’s attempt of cooperation forum. Barrinha argued that such exclu- 139 

sion of Turkey in such a regional security complex ignores the role of states in con- 140 

structing a threat perception in the region. While Barrinha’s study identifies that state 141 

agency is important in constructing and deconstructing security perspectives, he does not 142 

examine the role Turkey and Greece play as a kin-state in the issue of Cyprus and how it 143 

affects regional security [7]. 144 
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Rumelili et al. [9] pointed out that the EU played a socializer’s role between Turkey 145 

and Greece to mitigate conflict in the Aegean Sea and Mediterranean region as an at- 146 

tempt to de-securitize the territorial conflict. Nevertheless, it misses the opportunity to 147 

improve the socialization process between the two states in the issue of the Cyprus con- 148 

flict; therefore, recognizing the kin-states in its discussion. However, since the 2000s has 149 

transformed into the role of regionalizing actor by aligning its discourse towards regional 150 

interdependency through cooperation in energy investments with states and business 151 

groups. This policy was constructed through the elite’s foreign policy normative princi- 152 

ples that emphasize their cultural and historical heritage with neighbors [10]. Neverthe- 153 

less, the current Turkish foreign policy on the issue of Cyprus and its spillover to the 154 

Mediterranean energy security reflect tensions in the region and securitize the hydro- 155 

carbon issue. This form of analysis, while identifying the link between Cyprus and re- 156 

gional stability, does not explore the role of the kin-states in the energy policy [11]. 157 

Iseri’s (2019) [12] study exploring the perspective of securitization theory towards 158 

the Mediterranean energy issue recommends that the energy sector should be added to 159 

other security sectors because of its uniqueness and the immediate challenges and op- 160 

portunities that come with the securitization of the energy sector. The shift in Turkey’s 161 

policy on the issue of Cyprus with emphasis on energy discoveries, transportation, and 162 

security, positions the energy discourse as another sector of securitization that in- 163 

ter-relates with other sectors. This analysis does not explain the role Turkey is playing as 164 

it shifts its policy over the years on the Cyprus issue. It focuses on securitization leaving 165 

out the socialization between Cyprus and its two kin-states.  166 

3. Location theory is a geo-economic approach 167 

This approach is connected to the modern geopolitical theory that explores coun- 168 

tries' geographical locations [13]. It emerged from an approach that tries to evaluate the 169 

international political discourse to understand the political and economic significance of 170 

countries' geographic locations. Hence, it argues that the interaction between states and 171 

multinational corporations takes place based on national interest, military power, and 172 

energy resources as found within a location. Location theory specifically emphasizes the 173 

importance of locational determinants that impacts the behavior of actors in a resource 174 

area. Hydrocarbon is a determinant that is enmeshed within the geopolitics around the 175 

location where it can be found. The limited hydrocarbon energy resources that are ex- 176 

plorable and increasing scarcity increase international competition and conflict. The lo- 177 

cation theory tries to achieve, through commercialization, a win-win scenario for all en- 178 

ergy actors. Market rationality is prioritized above all forms of passion and pride that do 179 

support the development of a regional energy model. The creation of a regional energy 180 

model for the Eastern Mediterranean hydrocarbons through rational choice that pro- 181 

motes the marketplace in energy politics will ensure cooperation among countries. Eco- 182 

nomic pragmatism, diplomacy, shared regional resources or neutral zone are mecha- 183 

nisms employed to solve the increasing competition among states [14]. 184 

 185 

4. The environmental problem and the East-Med gas project 186 

Most of the seas in the world suffer from environmental issues. However, the nature 187 

of the conflict over the Mediterranean, particularly in its eastern region, has turned it into 188 

a battlefield that many do not care about the extent of the devastation it suffers. And 189 

since calamities do not come alone, its waters are among the most affected by global 190 

climate change, as their temperature is rising at an accelerating rate, currently reaching 191 

0.12 degrees Celsius per year. The shores of the Mediterranean are also considered one of 192 

the regions most affected by the rising sea levels, as most of the industrial and tourism 193 

activities in the basin countries are concentrated in low coastal lands [15].  194 

While the cause of pollution is varied in the Mediterranean Sea, an important one is 195 

“oil pollution” since about 30% of the world’s ship traffic operates through the Mediter- 196 

ranean Sea. This pollution is not a new phenomenon in the Mediterranean basin, as 197 



Mediterranean Institute for Regional Studies 2023                                             www.mirs.co  5 of 15 
 

UNEP has warned in its reports for decades. For example, in the 1990s, the economic ac- 198 

tivities related to oil were divided into a northern region that consumes “Europe,” which 199 

accounts for about 65% of the total oil pollution, and a southern region that produces oil 200 

makes 35% of the oil pollution because of the tanker traffic. According to the United Na- 201 

tions Environment Program (UNEP), ships have dumped more than one million tons of 202 

crude oil into the Mediterranean [16]. 203 

The EU and Germany have set themselves ambitious climate and energy policy 204 

goals. Given the need to reduce emissions in all sectors of the economy, they now have a 205 

different view of the energy situation in the Eastern Mediterranean than they did a few 206 

years ago. 207 

Therefore, offshore natural gas imports from the Eastern Mediterranean lose rele- 208 

vance in favor of the region’s prospects for participating in the EU’s emerging green en- 209 

ergy economy. Given Europe’s rising demand for renewable electricity, intercontinental 210 

power interconnections between European, African and Middle Eastern power grids 211 

could become the new normal via the Eastern Mediterranean. It also has regional poten- 212 

tial to play a role in the EU hydrogen strategy [17].  213 

Nevertheless, on January 11, 2022, an informal letter sent by the US Secretary De- 214 

partment to the energy departments in Greece, Cyprus and Israel’s foreign minister con- 215 

firmed that the United States withdrew support for the East-Med gas pipeline. The pro- 216 

ject has created regional tensions and the excess gas reserves in the region should be used 217 

through joint electricity cables to generate and run the regional electricity project, and 218 

instead make the region’s problems more committed to serving environmental issues 219 

[18]. 220 

Although there is ambiguity about the natural gas production in the Eastern Medi- 221 

terranean and its extended pipeline, is this issue entirely economic and political? Or is it 222 

related to geopolitical changes and regional conflicts? Or may it get a chance as a new 223 

opportunity to protect the environment and create a regional environmental network? 224 

According to the “European Green Deal,” Europe targets to achieve zero environ- 225 

mental neutrality by 2050. By this roadmap, Europe will no longer rely on oil and natural 226 

gas, neither export nor import. The EU’s hegemony has increased in the Mediterranean 227 

region after the end of the Cold War. Europe and the countries on the Mediterranean Sea 228 

signed the “Barcelona Declaration” agreement in 1999 to promote peace, security, and 229 

prosperity and increase cooperation and coherence in the region. Afterward, they for- 230 

mulated another common agreement named the “Euro-Mediterranean Partnership,” 231 

which was changed to the pact “Union for the Mediterranean” in 2008. By this means, the 232 

EU intervened in the countries in the Mediterranean region to maintain security and 233 

prosperity and promote environmental plans [15]. However, we see political conflict and 234 

changing regional reality over energy instead of highlighting climate change as a dan- 235 

gerous phenomenon. 236 

Many believe that the natural gas production in Cyprus and Israel, followed by the 237 

reserves in Egypt and Lebanon, will be an energy revolution. But a decade passed with 238 

little energy impact. The US State Department’s adviser on global energy security Amos 239 

Hochstein is one of the sceptics about the East-Med gas pipeline, calling the project a 240 

“false dream”, as former Israeli Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz enthusiastically advo- 241 

cated. According to Simon Henderson, a senior fellow at Washington Institute for Near 242 

East Policy, the project has been described for ten years, but there has never been such a 243 

large amount of gas to fill the pipeline. Henderson has also indicated that Europe needs 244 

540 billion cubic meters of oil annually, while Israel exports only 10 billion cubic meters 245 

from the Leviathan field and the rest is used for domestic consumption. According to BP 246 

Statistical Review World Energy, Israel’s reserves at the end of 2020 were 600 billion cu- 247 

bic meters or 0.3 per cent of the world’s gas reserves [19]. In addition to this, investors are 248 

following Israeli Energy Minister Karin Elharrar’s statement at the end of 2022 that they 249 

confirmed her office will focus on renewable energy, especially wind and solar [20]. 250 
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Therefore, the US administration has called for the suspending and withdrawal of 251 

the East-Med gas project and recommended that it should be conducted following Eu- 252 

ropean environmental policies. The establishment of a large joint power line to transport 253 

and use excess gas produced off the coast of Cyprus, Israel and Egypt with Greece; thus, 254 

three neighboring countries on the continent are different from the environment. But this 255 

is not so easy, since the project covers a large area of more than 1,300 miles, and it will 256 

also cause Turkey’s objection. Legally, these waters have been designated by the UN as 257 

an exclusive economic zone (EEZ), which mostly passes through Turkey’s borders [19].  258 

In conclusion, there are two strong arguments as to how to deal with the natural gas 259 

projects in the Eastern Mediterranean. The first is that after the US Secretary Depart- 260 

ment’s decision in early 2022, the gas in the Eastern Mediterranean will be only for the 261 

Mediterranean. It won’t be from Europe.  Instead of political tensions and military ma- 262 

neuvers, the project should lead to the giving of a common electricity grid, greater 263 

awareness of climate change and environmental protection in this sensitive region of our 264 

planet.   265 

The second argument is that natural gas and oil have connected with the global en- 266 

ergy security and economic crisis; especially after the outbreak of war between Russia 267 

and Ukraine. In addition, the western powers needed Turkey to help them in confronting 268 

Russia and the East-Med project has caused bother for Turkey for a decade. That’s why 269 

the US and EU wanted to make a rapprochement with Turkey before sparking the war in 270 

Ukraine. 271 

 272 

5. Materialistic theory 273 

Further perspectives on the analysis of the Mediterranean energy issue flow from 274 

international relations theories. Realists and liberals are positioned in the materialistic 275 

dimension of theory as they propose the institutionalization of cooperation among states 276 

overall. Therefore, the current events of alliance or forum formation in the Mediterranean 277 

energy issue can be discussed with materialistic views [21]. The Eastern Mediterranean 278 

forum is explained as the tool for dialogue on how the gas in the region will benefit its 279 

members of it. This included the monetization of natural resources through investing in 280 

the construction of pipelines that links the region to Europe. The materialist approach as 281 

analyzed recognizes the weakness of the forum highlighting the exclusion of Turkey and 282 

Lebanon and only focusing on gas cooperation. Hence, it is stated that materialistic the- 283 

ory recognizes the inclusion of all members in the institution that would offer sustained 284 

cooperation among states and in more than one area. The outcome is a multilevel and 285 

multi-issue approach. For instance, materialistic scholars question the outcome of a uni- 286 

lateral approach from any actors in the region such as military exercises on the seas, and 287 

increased investment towards exploration within the exclusive economic zones [22]. The 288 

absence of shared values and objective among the actors have created an exclusive path 289 

to achieving their materialist goal in the region evidenced by the inclusion or exclusion of 290 

actors. The protracted conflicts such as the Cyprus conflict and how Greece and Turkey 291 

have influenced the outcome as well as the Palestinian issues and how Israel has affected 292 

the current outcome shows limited regional cooperation. Other issues include the inter- 293 

nal instability challenges facing Libya and Syria which limits their participation in the 294 

region and highlights the low degree of stakeholders in the region’s gas exploration. The 295 

impact of the kin-states’ roles in Cyprus on the low degree of cooperation has not been 296 

examined in the materialistic theory despite Turkey and Greece’s claims and rights to 297 

exploration. 298 

4.1. Resource regionalism between states 299 

Apart from the materialistic theory, resource regionalism also focuses on the mone- 300 

tization of the resources but on a denser pattern of interdependence among the produc- 301 
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ers, consumers, and the routes of the pipelines. The economic incentives that are created 302 

for the state who participates in the supply chain of gas are a result of effective collabo- 303 

ration to develop the infrastructure [23]. A significant assumption of resource regional- 304 

ism posits that peace will take place in countries where the energy infrastructure such as 305 

pipelines has been mounted. One significant mechanism identified in the theory is the 306 

complexity and costly nature of the energy infrastructure, which will require cooperation 307 

in policy coordination among multiple actors for mutual gain and development. This 308 

theory envisages that this pushes states towards dispute resolution. Furthermore, the 309 

continuous existence of the pipelines signals the continuity of cooperation among states 310 

as they will continue to generate incentives that keep states at peace. Another assump- 311 

tion, as highlighted to be the basis of resource regionalism, is the high-level communica- 312 

tion and channels resulting from international political and business interests in the re- 313 

gion. Lastly, it is assumed that cooperation that begins within the issue areas such as 314 

natural resources mostly spreads to other areas, which incorporate bilateral and multi- 315 

lateral efforts to protect the energy infrastructure to sustain incentives [24]. 316 

The resource regionalism approach identifies three empirical cases to justify itself. 317 

Firstly, the creation of the Economic Coal and Steel Community in 1951 and the European 318 

Atomic Energy Community in 1957 mitigated the hostility between Germany and France 319 

which became the foundation of European regional stability. Secondly, the gas delivery 320 

contract between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Soviet Union in the 1970 and 321 

80s displayed the resolution of enmity between the two adversaries as they signed the 20 322 

years agreement. Both the FRG and the Soviet Union initiated their partnership through 323 

gas, and it expanded into the post-Berlin war and post-Soviet period. The last example is 324 

the US foreign policy toward the construction of an oil pipeline between Azerbaijan and 325 

Armenia was an attempt to resolve the conflict between the two nations into cooperation 326 

[25]. 327 

The case of Cyprus is sui generis about resolving conflict through the gas pipelines. 328 

Unlike many other conflicts, the Cyprus conflict is primarily an internal conflict rather 329 

than an interstate conflict as observed in the three examples of resource regionalism. The 330 

internal division in Cyprus is a result of civil war; therefore, the island does not have a 331 

unified foreign policy on the energy issue or the capacity to fully engage in a unified 332 

negotiation with other countries regarding the exploration of hydrocarbon gas but rather 333 

negotiates with itself to resolve the conflict and partitioning of the island before pro- 334 

ceeding to the energy issue. Conflict over the sharing of political and economic resources 335 

within a country hinders a unified front that could allow for resource regionalism. (See 336 

Libya and Syria’s absence in EMGF as additional examples.) Therefore, internal conflict 337 

resolution becomes a pre-requisite for resource regionalism in the Mediterranean [26]. 338 

The partitioning of Cyprus created the separation between the Greek and Turkish 339 

Cypriot communities that have independent governments. Furthermore, the conflict ex- 340 

ists between a de-jure country and a de-facto state, which signals that a government (Re- 341 

public of Cyprus) is recognized as the representative of the whole island while the other 342 

government (Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus) is unrecognized yet has an estab- 343 

lished political structure with features of an independent country [27]. 344 

Resource regionalism in the case of Cyprus is only possible within the context of 345 

kin-states. Firstly, the two sides of the island have historically strong ties with their 346 

kin-states that cannot be detached. For example, Northern Cyprus has increased close- 347 

ness to Ankara in policies toward conflict resolution. The absorption of TRNC into Tur- 348 

key rather than an unrecognized independent country has been on the agenda with the 349 

transportation issue of making it a domestic airport for economic benefits. The Greek 350 

political influence on the Republic of Cyprus in its ascension to the European Union and 351 

local elections in addition to that ministerial position occupied by pro-Greece ideologies 352 

have been consistent [28]. Secondly, the two kin-states are regional actors seeking coop- 353 

eration and resource interest in the Mediterranean. Thirdly, the kin-states can play roles 354 

that reduce the impact of conflict within the island to promote resource regionalism. 355 
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Fourthly, the kin-state approach contributes to resource regionalism in understanding 356 

and proffering possible paths to regional stability in the Mediterranean. 357 

Greece and Turkey, like the historical examples of resource regionalism [24], are two 358 

independent kin-states which have historical enmity and have over the years sought to 359 

resolve conflicting territorial issues. Both states compete for regional relevance in the 360 

Mediterranean. It is upon this premise that this study proceeds with the concept of 361 

kin-states to identify the role of Greece and Turkey as kin-states to the Republic of Cy- 362 

prus and Northern Cyprus respectively within the hydrocarbon energy politics 363 

5. The concept of kin-states in the hydrocarbon dialogue 364 

The direct or indirect involvement in the affairs of a co-ethnic group beyond the 365 

borders of a state should for ethnic, religious, political, or economic ties introduces the 366 

concept of kin-state. Kocadal (2016) [4] stated that kin-states exist when a dominant eth- 367 

nic group in a state identifies with the same ethnic group existing in another state. Unlike 368 

a diaspora population, this co-ethnic community has citizenship and rights and has sig- 369 

nificantly long historical connections with the hosting state where they exist.  370 

Kocadal (2016) [4] expressed his research in terms of the mediating role of kin-states 371 

in international conflict through his typology. He identified that kin-states could play 372 

four different roles: promoter, quasi-mediator, powerbroker, and enforcer. Analyzing the role 373 

of kin-states as a promoter, he presented loose ties towards the co-ethnic community by 374 

playing a role that supports the needs of the ethnic community rather than taking the 375 

lead in seeking the demands of the community. The quasi-mediators shift towards closer 376 

relations with the co-ethnic community. The enforcer’s role focuses on pushing the 377 

kin-state to provide support during a state of war to their ethnic communities. The pro- 378 

moter, quasi-mediator, and enforcer roles are currently not being played by the kin states 379 

as they focus on powerbroking. This study builds and explores the powerbroking role 380 

played by kin-states in the hydrocarbon dialogue using Kocadal’s conceptualization of 381 

roles 382 

5.1. The powerbroking as a mediation role 383 

The powerbroking role of kin-states occurs as an extensive control of the process of 384 

mediation by the kin-state through mechanisms of manipulation to push ethnic commu- 385 

nities towards changing the dynamics of the conflict. These mechanisms involve 386 

re-orienting the local actors about their ties to the kin-state, providing political and fi- 387 

nancial support to the locals, and ensuring that locals who support kin-state objectives 388 

can achieve political dominance in the ethnic community. Overall, the position of the 389 

local community is shaped so that its involvement in both formal and informal negotia- 390 

tion aligns with the kin-state. This role is assumed by the kin-state when there is a high 391 

level of dependency of the co-ethnic group on the kin-state and has limited capacity to 392 

oppose the kin-state. As powerbrokers, unilateral action is possible by the kin-state based 393 

on the dependency of the smaller community. This, therefore, becomes an intrusive form 394 

of intervention in the conflict. This study argues that the discovery of natural resources in 395 

the conflict region pushes kin-states to play the power brokering role [29]. 396 

5.2. Shifting roles of Greece and Turkey 397 

The role of kin-states in the hydrocarbon issues is observable in the case of Cyprus. 398 

Ethnic and economic resources are a justification of kin-states in playing a role in the 399 

ethnic community. Greece and Turkey are involved in helping their ethnic communities 400 

in Cyprus to seek access to land and power. The grip of both kin-states on the Greek and 401 

Turkish Cypriot communities has become stronger with the discovery of hydrocarbon in 402 

Cyprus [11]. 403 

Before the independence of Cyprus, Greece played a significant role in promoting 404 

the interest of its Greek community in Cyprus. This form of interaction with the Greek 405 
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Cypriot community began gradually with a limited form of engagement (such as diplo- 406 

matic, economic and financial support, etc.) [30]. This includes seeking Cyprus’s interests 407 

at the international level through negotiating for independence and post-independent 408 

arrangements with the other ethnic community, Turkish Cypriots in Cyprus. The inter- 409 

nationalization of the Cyprus issue [31] has been lobbied consistently by Greece at the 410 

international level to push for different statuses such as independence, and recognition of 411 

the Republic of Cyprus as the representative government of the island while sanctioning 412 

the Turkish Cypriot government area that proclaimed the Turkish Republic of Northern 413 

Cyprus [32]. Further action includes getting the Greek Cypriots to say no to the Annan 414 

Plan in 2004 and promoting the ascension of Cyprus into the European Union.  At this 415 

stage, the ties with Cyprus have continuously become stronger and therefore shift from 416 

promoter to powerbroker, a move that is currently common in Turkey and the TRNC 417 

government [33]. The powerbroking role of Greece has involved lobbying internationally 418 

and unilaterally seeking actions and sanctions against the TRNC. The question is whether 419 

without Greece’s lobby in favor of Cyprus there would be this current level of sanction 420 

against the TRNC. Before 1983, the Turkish Cypriot community had the opportunity to 421 

participate in the international areas of postal, aviation, and sports; however, the Greek 422 

Cypriot lobby supported by their strong ties with Greece has been able to ensure inter- 423 

national sanction on Northern Cyprus [34]. 424 

On the other side, Turkey’s interaction with the Turkish Cypriot community had 425 

pushed TRNC towards negotiation and “getting to say yes” to the Annan Plan of 2004 in 426 

the referendum. However, there is an increasing reluctance to push the Turkish Cypriot 427 

community to agree to the bicommunality that it once supported [10]. This gap between 428 

the communities is widening as the kin-state rolls back in its comprise of the negotiation 429 

[29]. Subsequent negotiations have taken place under the last two TRNC governments; 430 

however, the current government moves farther away from negotiation. Mr. Dervis 431 

Eroglu (Former TRNC president 2010-2015) has favored peace, Turkey nevertheless 432 

emphasized the attachment to the “mother country”. Mr. Mustafa Akinci (Former TRNC 433 

president 2015-2020) has supported many dimensions of talks in Geneva and several in- 434 

formal meetings with Greek counterparts for the reunification of the island.  He has 435 

continually promoted his stands for the bizonal bicommunal federation and a rotational 436 

presidency for the island.  He has had more contact with the Greek Cypriot President 437 

and community than his predecessors and successor. The gap between both communities 438 

has however widened since the current President, Ersin Tatar won the 2020 election. 439 

President Tatar has stronger ties with the “mother country” and has made a statement 440 

that creates an increasing gap between the two communities in Cyprus. Therefore, the 441 

role of Turkey as a kin-state hereby shifts from quasi-mediator towards a more power- 442 

broking role rather than promoting just the interest of the ethnic community. The hy- 443 

drocarbon and gas exploration issue would encourage the powerbroking role of Turkey 444 

and less likely to move toward quasi-mediator if it is kept being ignored in the 445 

EMGF[36]. 446 

5.3. Powerbroking in hydrocarbon issues hinders a common agenda 447 

Powerbroking is important since it is a mediation style for achieving peace. How- 448 

ever, when the context changes and the powerbroking negotiation style is not discon- 449 

tinued by the kin-state, it hinders achieving a common agenda in an issue area. While 450 

both Turkey and Greece had represented the Turkish and Greek Cypriot communities in 451 

the pre-independence era, power brokering at the stage supported the independence of 452 

Cyprus [34]. However, the post-independence powerbroking role has become a spoiler, 453 

especially in the exploration of hydrocarbon in the island’s offshore oil fields. 454 

5.4. Power brokering role heightened tension between kin-states 455 
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As Europe is experiencing a significant rise in the price of oil, alternative sources of 456 

oil and gas supply for Greece are most crucial and it has been making efforts by pushing 457 

Cyprus (RoC) into an alliance with Israel for the creation of pipelines for the exploration 458 

of gas [34]. Turkey’s relationship is a mix of cooperation and competition with suppliers 459 

like Iran and Iraq where the Kurdish minority have gained a presence, yet the supply of 460 

oil and gas is important to Turkey. To avoid blockage of supply, an alternative oil and gas 461 

source is key for Turkey’s diversification of energy sources, therefore, taking lead in 462 

brokering the direction of TRNC oil and gas exploration. Turkey has used its drone and 463 

naval power presence, upgrading the military facility on the northern part of the island, 464 

and political empowerment of Turkish Cypriots advocating for a two-state solution as 465 

opposed to the bicommunal federation as a means of maintaining the status quo for its 466 

drilling objectives. The uncoordinated drilling efforts from both sides pushing their 467 

kin-state into alliance or actions for exploration have heightened tension in the region as 468 

they challenge each other’s rights to drilling [35]. 469 

5.5. Power brokering is exercising intrusive power towards ethnic communities abroad 470 

There has been a limited directional move on the side of Greek Cypriot and Turkish 471 

Cypriot communities toward explorations. Analyzing the statement of President Nicos 472 

Anastasiades, his emphasis has been on opposing Turkey’s drilling action of dispatching 473 

its ship in the offshore region of Northern Cyprus where the RoC has claimed to be its 474 

Exclusive Economic Zone. There is less statement on the pipelines and alliance from 475 

President Nicos Anastasiades as Greece has been playing the role of a powerbroker in 476 

leading its kin-state in alliance with Israel and Egypt amongst others. Barely has the 477 

Turkish Cypriot community also carved a direction for its exploration of gas inde- 478 

pendently of its “mother country”.  Rather the Turkish government has stated that the 479 

primary objective of its hydrocarbon exploration around Cyprus is to safeguard the right 480 

of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus. Both Turkey and Greece have a significant 481 

influence on the kin communities in Cyprus. This limits the communities themselves 482 

from charting a course for the future of the country and the hydrocarbon resource [36]. 483 

With the global energy price rise, all states are searching for the next closest alliance 484 

to seek oil supply. Since there is a heavy dependency of the kin communities on their 485 

kin-states, the kin-state justifies its action of pursuing a national interest in gaining access 486 

to energy. Greece and the EU draw closer to paying much attention to the oil and gas and 487 

seeking means to push the supply to the mainland. Greece’s economic crisis has posi- 488 

tioned it as a country that regularly seeks a bailout from the European Central Bank. 489 

Access to control energy supply through Cyprus would change the trajectory of its rela- 490 

tions as one of the worse economies within the EU [37]. The Turkish Cypriot community 491 

is more highly dependent on Turkey than the Greek Cypriot community. It has received, 492 

apart from direct financial support, several supplies ranging from water to the supply of 493 

electricity from Turkey. Therefore, the mother-child relationship persists as the kin-state 494 

continues to justify its presence and role in the management of the offshore resources of 495 

the kin communities. The outcome is that the ownership of the process of accessing the 496 

resources might be up to the kin-states’, and this is more so for the Turkish Cypriot 497 

community than their counterparts. Hence, the power-brokering role makes the local 498 

communities lack ownership of the outcome of negotiations on hydrocarbon energy be- 499 

cause of the pursuance of national interests by the kin-state. Further justification posits 500 

that the national interest of the kin community and kin-state barely differs, and when it 501 

does, the kin-state interests take precedence [38]. 502 

6. Multilateralism as a path to Mediterranean hydrocarbon coordination 503 

Multilateralism in international relations has a long history that can be traced to the 504 

League of Nations and the United Nations; however, beyond trade and security, the en- 505 

ergy sector is moving towards more multilateral cooperation and therefore being rec- 506 
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ommendable for the Mediterranean and hydrocarbon issue [39]. In this context, multi- 507 

lateralism does not refer to multilateral institutions or international organizations but 508 

rather a method of cooperation upon which the behavior of the states hinges upon. Co- 509 

operation through an ordering principle that is applied to all members is not necessarily 510 

the creation of an institution, but the coordination that holds substantive qualitative 511 

principles that are adaptive and reproductive. The adaptive and reproductive nature 512 

simply refers to meeting the immediate need for the peaceful development of the energy 513 

sector in the Mediterranean. The achievement of this will lead to the expression of the 514 

reproductive character of multilateralism in other areas. For multilateralism to be effec- 515 

tive in the region, it must accept the legitimacy of all members within the energy issue, 516 

creating an indivisibility of interest, reciprocity within the energy sector, and dispute 517 

settlement in the production, pricing, and distribution of gas [40]. 518 

7. Acceptance of the legitimacy of all members 519 

The inclusion of parties directly connected to the hydrocarbon issue is key to 520 

achieving a multilateral that will enhance resource regionalism. Several coordinates have 521 

not been accepted in the attempts at collective coordination such as Turkey, Lebanon, 522 

Libya, and Syria. The argument has been the unstable nature of the political atmosphere 523 

in Libya and Syria; however, Turkey and Lebanon, which have a stable capacity to in- 524 

dependently begin exploration, should not be excluded. Subsequently in the post-crisis 525 

era of Libya and Syria, they must also be added to the multilateral arrangement that will 526 

promote the region’s effective management of the resources. The goal is to avoid unilat- 527 

eral or bilateral approaches which will heighten tension in the exploration of gas in the 528 

region. The benefits of multilateralism in trade (within the principle of the most favored 529 

nation, as in the case of the World Trade Organization) and security (within the principle 530 

of collective defense) mandates that multilateralism in the energy trade and energy se- 531 

curity in the Mediterranean[41]. 532 

8. The role of clean energy in improving the energy security of Cyprus 533 

 Energy security is a significant metric for ascertaining development orientation in 534 

different countries and regions. There is a limitation of energy resources, while energy 535 

demand is increasing, and there is continuous development in countries. This has created 536 

substantial energy needs, suggesting that energy security is a significant priority in each 537 

country's development. The fundamentals issue of energy security According to the EU 538 

energy security strategy, a projection of the Union's net import dependency for 20 years 539 

was made. It was stated that the Union's net import would increase from about 62% of 540 

demand recorded in 2010 to 65% in 2020. The dependency projection for 2030 was set at 541 

72-73% [42]. However, there has been an unfortunate collapse of the EU gas supply. The 542 

data from the BP statistical Review of World Energy showed that the projected net gas 543 

imports for 2030 after the subtraction of domestic production, were reached in 2016. 544 

Although Cyprus as an island appears to be surrounded by gas reserves, it does not use 545 

any gas in its energy mix, despite efforts to import gas in LNG form to generate electricity 546 

that has been ongoing since 2007 [43]. This has created a huge gap in the demand and 547 

supply of energy in both sides of the island. According to the vulnerability index study 548 

carried out by [44], which considered indicators like energy intensity, energy import 549 

dependency, the ratio of energy-related carbon emissions to TPES, electricity supply 550 

vulnerability and non-diversity in transport fuels, to assess the energy security of a 551 

country, their study showed that the greatest level of vulnerability amongst European 552 

nations was recorded in RoC, with a score of 0.75. Another study by [45] investigated the 553 

energy security of the European nations, by taking into consideration of eight basic in- 554 

dicators (energy intensity, carbon intensity, import dependency on oil, gas and coal, and 555 

primary energy production). Their result showed that the greatest energy security risk 556 

was measured for Estonia, Slovenia, and RoC. Studies have reported that Cyprus is 557 
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highly energy dependent, and shows a very low value of the energy security index (be- 558 

low minus 25) [46], with a high possibility of a continuous decline in the energy security 559 

trend. A study by [47] also investigated the energy security index of 28 European states 560 

using environmental and social aspects of the countries. Their study conclusively found 561 

that the highest level of energy security was recorded in Estonia, while the lowest was in 562 

RoC and Malta. With the RoC being the most developed part of the island, it also repre- 563 

sents the challenges faced in the Northern Cyprus.   564 

Since the creation of the European Union, the energy industry has experienced a 565 

constant modernization process. While guaranteeing supply diversification and energy 566 

security, a complete shift to sustainable, clean energy is being achieved [48]. The 1997 567 

release of the European Commission's White Paper on Renewable Energy Sources (RES) 568 

marked a significant shift in this process. Since then, RES development and promotion 569 

have been acknowledged as a game-changing and essential component of EU climate 570 

and energy security. The energy mix diversification index, which is an indicator of en- 571 

ergy security, will show that Cyprus could become an energy-secure country if the re- 572 

newable potential in the Island is harvested towards energy production using a multi- 573 

lateral approach led by kin-states. This will reduce energy dependence and imports. In 574 

the context of energy mix diversification, a study by [49] showed that countries like the 575 

Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary are highly dependent on the main supplier of 576 

natural gas (Russia). In the environmental dimension, the low share of renewable energy 577 

in the energy mix in Poland resulted in the country having a low sustainable energy se- 578 

curity index.  579 

 580 

Conclusion 581 

The phenomenon of hydrocarbon rivalry in the East Mediterranean does not seem 582 

like an opportunity to protect the environment. But the countries of the Mediterranean 583 

basin -particularly Turkey, Cyprus, Greece, Israel and Egypt- view the natural gas issue 584 

as a sensitive opportunity related to national security, in order to improve their economic 585 

interests and gain more power for their countries. Out of all the theories that attempted to 586 

explain the hydrocarbon cooperation issue in the Mediterranean, none of them examined 587 

the role of kin-states. Therefore, this study contributes to the literature on the Mediter- 588 

ranean by examining the two states that have kin communities: Greece and Turkey. This 589 

selection of countries is because all the other countries in the Mediterranean have no 590 

conflictual relationship which hinders any form of cooperation. However, Greece and 591 

Turkey are each other’s strongest adversaries in the region because of the historical feud 592 

and the ongoing Cyprus issue. The discovery and exploration of hydrocarbon, oil, and 593 

gas have further increased the tension between the two countries.  Building upon the 594 

roles the kin-states play towards their kin communities, this study shows that from being 595 

a promoter or quasi-mediator, Greece and Turkey have moved toward becoming a 596 

powerbroker as the conflict continues to linger until the talks about rights to hydrocarbon 597 

discovery and exploration. Their role as powerbrokers has hindered the progress of the 598 

peaceful development of hydrocarbon infrastructure in the region; since powerbroking 599 

heightened tensions between the two countries, exercised an intrusive power leading to 600 

unilateral actions, and pushed the interests of kin-states rather than the ethnic commu- 601 

nities while overpowering them in interaction with other actors in the region. This study 602 

suggests that ideal multilateralism that involves the acceptance of the legitimacy of the 603 

actors that are directly involved in the region including both kin-states, establishing an 604 

indivisible energy interest by unifying national policies without creating an exclusive 605 

club would promote an energy infrastructural development that favors all parties despite 606 

the lingering Cyprus conflict. The argument is that energy like coal and steel in Europe 607 

would unite and integrate the region to serve as an alternative gas hub for Europe and 608 

the world at large. Policies of any cooperation arrangement in the Mediterranean should 609 
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consider these qualitative substances of multilateralism beyond the inclusion of three or 610 

more states. Through multilateralism, the suggestion of a resource regionalism approach 611 

can be furthered in the region creating a stable and orderly Mediterranean. 612 
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